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KATRINA from page 1A

operation, and failure to 
maintain the MR-GO” led 
to storm surge and flooding 
that amounted to “a tempo-
rary taking under the Fifth 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution.”

The canal was authorized by 

Congress in 1956 as a shortcut 
from the Mississippi River to 
the Gulf of Mexico and was 
completed years later. It was 
shut down in 2009.

Numerous other lawsuits 
filed against the federal gov-
ernment over Katrina-related 
flooding have failed.

A string of court rulings 

insulated the federal govern-
ment from liability for billions 
of dollars in flood damage that 
many residents and business 
owners have blamed on the 
Corps’ design, construction 
and maintenance of levees 
and floodwalls, as well as the 
MRGO.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs 

and the U.S. Department of 
Justice did not immediately 
return emailed requests for 
comment.

Braden said Wednesday’s 
meeting will determine 
whether the parties in the case 
can agree to have damages 
assessed “by a knowledgeable 
and accomplished mediator — 

and in short order.” The con-
ference was scheduled earlier 
this week, and Justice Depart-
ment lawyers had sought to 
delay it even before Friday’s 
ruling was posted.

Braden’s order appeared 
to advise the Corps and the 
Justice Department against 
an appeal. She referenced a 

Supreme Court decision in 
an unrelated but similar case 
involving flooding and said, 
“further litigation in this mat-
ter is not in the interest of 
the Army Corps and will not 
serve the interests of justice. 
It is time for this final chapter 
of the MR-GO story to come 
to an end.”

Other lawsuits filed over Katrina flooding have failed

NEPAL from page 1A

the danger zone of last week’s quake.
Because the epicenter was about 80 

kilometers (50 miles) from the capital, the 
quake’s power had partially dissipated by 
the time it got to Katmandu, said Miya-
moto, who is also a seismic safety com-
missioner for the state of California.

Even so, some of Kathmandu’s remain-
ing buildings look “very bad, seismically 
speaking," with weak foundations and 
structures, Miyamoto said. They've also 
been "softened up" by the quake, making 
them more likely to collapse or be seri-
ously damaged if another, closer quake 
hits.

The region will likely see aftershocks 
for another year, including some big ones, 
Miyamoto said, but it's impossible to pre-
dict where or when they will occur. The 
two biggest aftershocks so far have been 
more than 60 kilometers (38 miles) from 
Katmandu.

A direct or even a near hit on Kat-
mandu by the April 25 quake would have 
meant a massive death toll.

The Nepal quake released 16 times 
the energy of the 2010 Haiti earthquake, 
where death estimates ranged from 
100,000 to 300,000, yet the death toll in 
Nepal now stands at more than 6,600. 
This is a huge loss of life, but far less 
than recent estimates that 100,000 people 
might die in Nepal's next major earth-
quake.

Driving through the city, the juxtaposi-
tion of what crumbled and what survived 
is striking.

At some big hotel compounds it's almost 
as if the quake never happened: honking 
geese wander over manicured lawns and 
foreign guests start their days with hot 

showers before lining up at brimming 
breakfast buffets, eyes locked on phones 
connected to Wi-Fi.

Outside the gates, even many of those 
whose homes weren't ruined slept out 
in the open for days after the quake 
because of fears of aftershocks. In some 
closely packed quarters, there is spectac-
ular damage, with tall buildings leaning 
against their neighbors like tipped domi-
noes. Many villages in the countryside, 
outside the capital, have been virtually 
flattened.

Generally, the older and bigger the 
building, the worse off it fared. So the so-
called old city, home to many of Katman-
du's precious world heritage buildings, 
is obliterated in places. All over the city, 
destroyed brick walls spill into the streets 
like ocean waves breaking on beaches.

In much of Katmandu, however, roads 
are choked with traffic, and businesses 
have begun to reopen. You can go blocks 
sometimes without seeing any obvious 
earthquake damage.

"It's getting back to normal, but ... it still 
doesn't feel safe," said Prabhu Dutta, a 
27-year-old banker in Katmandu.

He has started sleeping again inside his 
home, which has some cracks in the walls 
but is still standing. However, the dozens 
of aftershocks he has felt since the quake 
make him uneasy. Many people in Kat-
mandu have been leaving for the country-
side because of fears of a big aftershock.

In the final equation, buildings col-
lapse, or stand, because of the power and 
length of a quake's shaking.

The strength of the shaking depends on 
the magnitude of the earthquake, the dis-
tance from the epicenter, the depth of the 
earthquake — shallower quakes do more 
damage than deeper ones — and the 

type of soil, according to Susan Cutter, 
director of the Hazards and Vulnerability 
Research Institute at the University of 
South Carolina.

While both the Haiti and Nepal quakes 
were shallow — 10 kilometers (6 miles) 
deep for Nepal, 13 kilometers (8 miles) for 
Haiti — the soil in Haiti made the shaking 
more severe and longer, Cutter said. Port-
au-Prince was also much closer to the 
epicenter than Katmandu — 25 kilome-
ters (15 miles) rather than 80 kilometers 
(50 miles).

Old or unreinforced masonry nor-
mally fares poorly in an earthquake, 
though much depends on the quality of 
the materials and the building methods, 
as well as on building codes and their 
enforcement. If Nepal is far below most 
Western nations in terms of construc-
tion quality and code enforcement, most 
experts also believe it is better than 
Haiti.

Miyamoto, the structural engineer, 
called the damage in Nepal's capital, 
and the possibility that aftershocks 
could cause much more, a wakeup call. 
The government and outside nations, he 
said, should begin work to strengthen 
existing buildings and construct stron-
ger new ones.

But that may prove difficult for 
Nepal's leaders.

After the quake, as he stood outside 
a multi-story home where emergency 
teams were pulling out the body of 
a 12-year-old girl, Transport Minister 
Tek Bahadur Garung said that while 
Nepal does issue building regulations 
and licenses, there's no monitoring or 
enforcement.

Associated Press writer Todd Pitman 
contributed to this report.

Nepal region will likely see 
aftershocks for another year

How to help
Missouri residents have started fundraisers to help Nepal:

   n gofundme.com/westmonepalrelief

   n gofundme.com/NPEarthquake2015

You can also donate through Facebook, PayPal, UNICEF or the 
Disaster Emergency Committee.
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MU student Yulia Medvedeva lights candles to spell the word “Mizzou,” a heart symbol and the word “Nepal” during a vigil Friday at Speakers Circle. 
A flag of Nepal and #StayStrongNepal were also written in chalk and outlined with tea lights.
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The furled flag of Nepal lays next to scattered bits of paper near Speakers 
Circle during a candlelight vigil on Friday for those affected by a 7.8 
magnitude earthquake.

By MEREDITH MCGRATH
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Hundreds of tea light can-
dles illuminated the center 
of Speaker’s Circle, outlining 
Nepal’s flag and illuminat-
ing the words “Mizzou loves 
Nepal” and “#staystrongNe-
pal.”

About 60 people gathered 
as the sun set Friday night to 
remember the lives lost in the 
Nepal earthquake. One by one, 
each candle was lit by a mem-
ber of the crowd to signify sup-
port for the nation.

The southeast Asian country 
was hit with a 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake outside the capital 
Katmandu last week; the worst 
tremor it has seen in over 80 
years. As of Wednesday, the 
death toll had reached 5,266.

The MU Nepalese Student 
Association organized the vigil 
to bring awareness to the MU 
community, said Manu Bhan-
dari, a doctoral student and 
member of the organization. 

“We’re organizing it, but 
it’s not just about us,” Bhan-
dari said. “It’s about the Miz-
zou family coming together to 
express solidarity as people 
are suffering.”

Rajhav Poudyal, an MU 
graduate student from Nepal, 
hopes the vigil inspired people 
to help.

“We just want to make sure 
that the community as a whole 
knows that we are with the peo-
ple of Nepal. They are not by 
themselves,” Poudyal said. “We 
want the people of Columbia 
to know that we are all in this 
together, so the fact that we 

can hold this vigil at the Uni-
versity of Missouri ties both of 
the communities together.”

The MU Nepalese Student 
Association has been chal-
lenged with figuring out the 
best way to send financial aid 
to villages like his home, said 
Bimal Adhikari, a graduate 
student from MU and treasur-
er for the student association.

“We don’t want there to be too 
much overhead costs because 
if you send money to UNICEF 
and these big programs, they 
have high overhead costs to 
pay salaries to employees,” he 
said. “We’re trying to reduce 
that cost, but for that we need 
to find out about local organiza-
tions and volunteers, so that’s 
taking some time.” 

Adhikari said the association 
is still deciding how much of 
the money it raises will go to 
the larger relief organizations 
versus local efforts. A big goal 
is to aid some of the villages, he 
said, which have not received 
as much aid as the larger cities. 
The student association hopes 
to raise $10,000 for the efforts.  

“We want people to be 
aware of what’s happening; 
we’re looking for support; sup-
port could mean any form,” 
Adhikari said. “I lost people 
from my village and there are 
other people who are more 
affected, so just showing that 
people are there praying, wish-
ing, donating — the support 
that’s what we’re looking for.”

Supervising editor is  
Caroline Bauman: news@
ColumbiaMissourian.com, 
882-7884.

MU Nepalese 
association holds 
candlelight vigil

By DAVID PITT
The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — It’s 
been five months since the 
H5N2 bird flu virus was dis-
covered in the United States, 
and producers have lost 21 mil-
lion birds in the Midwest alone. 
Yet, researchers acknowledge 
they still know little about a 
bird flu virus that’s endan-
gered turkey and egg-laying 
chicken populations that sup-
ply much of the nation.

Scientists at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention and other federal 
agencies are puzzled by the 
H5N2 virus’ spread — even 
amid heightened biosecurity 
measures — and apparent lack 
of widespread deaths in largely 
unprotected backyard flocks.

“At this point, we don’t know 

very much about these viruses 
because they’ve only recently 
been identified,” Alicia Fry, the 
CDC’s leader of the influenza 
prevention and control team, 
said. “We’re following the situ-
ation very closely because this 
is something we’re continuing 
to understand.”

The current H5N2 virus sur-
faced last winter in Canada 
and was first identified in the 
United States in early Decem-
ber, when it was found in a wild 
bird on the West Coast. This 
spring, the virus was found 
in poultry operations in eight 
Midwest states, including Mis-
souri. Commercial producers 
in Iowa, Minnesota and else-
where were forced to kill and 
compost millions of turkeys 
and chickens .

Scientists speculate that per-
haps rodents or small birds, 

seeking food, tracked the virus 
into barns. Maybe it’s the work 
of flies, as the bird flu virus 
has been found on the insects 
in a Pennsylvania outbreak 
in 1983 and in Japan in 2004. 
The USDA’s chief veterinarian 
even floated the idea last week 
that wind may be blowing dust 
and feathers carrying the 
virus from the barnyard into 
buildings through air vents.

“To me, the main concern 
is the disease is moving even 
with heightened biosecurity,” 
said Richard French, a profes-
sor of animal health at Becker 
College in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts. “Ideally we’ve got to 
try and figure out the way it’s 
most likely moving and try to 
put controls in place to stop 
that.”

Poultry farms’ biosecurity 
measures include changing 

clothes and boots before enter-
ing barns, disinfecting equip-
ment and vehicles before they 
approach the barns and assign-
ing workers to specific barns.

As new operations are infect-
ed almost daily, USDA epide-
miologists also are trying to 
determine whether the virus 
came from a wild bird or could 
have spread from poultry in 
another barn or a nearby farm. 

MU veterinary scientists also 
are monitoring the outbreaks 
and testing genetic material.

“We are continuing to evalu-
ate how facilities become posi-
tive because we also want to be 
cognizant of any potential risk 
of lateral spread from farm 
to farm,” said T.J. Myers, the 
USDA associate deputy admin-
istrator of veterinary services. 
“We are doing those evalua-

tions as we speak and we real-
ly don’t have enough data to 
report on that yet.”

Another puzzling question 
has been why there hasn’t been 
a surge in infections of back-
yard flocks. The USDA iden-
tified 12 cases including five 
in Washington in January and 
February, plus others in Idaho, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, 
Oregon and Wisconsin.

Cases might not be report-
ed, French said, noting that 
commercial operations have a 
financial incentive to immedi-
ately report illnesses because 
the government pays them for 
each live bird that must be 
destroyed. Plus, French said, 
outdoor chickens could have 
been exposed over time to low 
pathogenic versions of bird flu 
and have developed stronger 
immunity.

Scientists try to answer bird flu questions
‘To me, the main concern is the disease is 
moving even with heightened biosecurity. 
Ideally we’ve got to try and figure out the 
way it’s most likely moving and try to put 

controls in place to stop that.’
RICHARD FRENCH

Professor of animal health at Becker College


