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SCIENCE FAIR
Columbia fourth- and fifth-
grade students presented 
their science experiment 
results Saturday at the  
second annual Columbia 
Science Fair. Page 5A

Sunday & Monday, May 3-4, 2015  n  SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1908   n  Join the conversation at ColumbiaMissourian.com  n  50 cents

Abby 8B
Calendar 2A
Classifieds 5B
Life Stories 2A

Opinion 7A
Sports 1B
Sudoku 6B 
TV schedule 8B

INDEXHEALTH EXPO
Missouri Hepatitis C Alliance 
put on the Mid-Mo Health 
Expo to educate people and 
connect them to free  
screenings and other health 
care services. Page 8A

Sixteen-year-old Nikolas Kelly bends over his cello and 
begins to play a slow, dreamy piece of music for the judge. 
He hopes his performance Friday afternoon at the state’s 
annual music festival will earn him the top rating of 1.

This is Kelly's first appearance in the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association State Music Festival, even though he has 
played the cello for six years.

Kelly was born deaf and was given a cochlear implant when he 
was younger. He can hear the music he plays, but he still needs an 
interpreter for conversation.

In addition to his interpreter, the junior from Blue Springs South 
High School in Blue Springs, Missouri, came to the festival with his 
mother, aunt and the school’s music teacher.

Although his mother and aunt reassured Kelly that his perfor-
mance was good, he said he was dissatisfied.

"He’ll be heartbroken if he gets a 3," said his mother, Donna Kelly. 
Ultimately, Kelly earned a 2.

The music festival, typically held in Columbia, had record atten-
dance this year, drawing 5,159 high school students.

Nearly 400 high schools sent students to participate over three 
days in categories that include woodwinds, brass, percussion, piano, 
strings and vocal music.

Davine Davis, the association's assistant executive director, said 
the numbers are growing each year but, with limited space, hope-
fully won’t grow too much larger.

"It jumped up this year," Davis said. "We don’t really have that 

many places to go."
The students who attend have advanced from the district level, 

where they needed to earn the highest score of 1 to move on to the 
state festival. Scores range from 1 to 5.

"These are the best of the best," Davis said.
On Friday, students were adjusting bow strings in the corners of 

Memorial Union, practicing on the lawn of Francis Quadrangle and 
warming up their vocals outside Ellis Library.

Brett Ashbaugh, a junior from Belton High School in Belton, Mis-
souri, said he has been playing the saxophone since sixth grade. He 
was drawn to the instrument because of the sound.

"I love the saxophone so much," Ashbaugh said. "I always get weak 
when I hear the saxophone."

Violinist Eka Jose, a sophomore from Liberty North High School 
in Liberty, Missouri, is attending the festival for the second year. 
She has been playing for seven years and said she loves the violin 
for its high, clear notes.

"It is a different form of expression," Jose said. "There are a lot of 
things you can do with it."

Kelly said he loves how the cello can embody the human spirit 
with the variety of sounds it makes. And he isn't deterred from 
competing again next year. He said he hopes to return as a senior to 
earn a 1. 

"I love the emotion it carries," Kelly said. "It can make an angry, 
hard sound and a really sweet sound." 

Supervising editor is Caroline Bauman: news@Columbia 
Missourian.com, 882-7884.

A musical matchup
AMBER GARRETT/Missourian 

Nikolas Kelly practices his cello solo as his interpreter, Pat Gainey-Blechle, holds his sheet music Friday outside Townsend Hall. Kelly was born deaf and uses a 
cochlear implant and an interpreter to communicate with those around him.

Iconic 
pizza joint 
to retain 
same feel

High school students play for the coveted ‘1’ at the state’s annual music festival
By Cheyenne Roundtree

By KEVIN McGILL
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Ruling in a 
nearly decade-old lawsuit, a judge in 
Washington said Friday that federal 
authorities are liable for some of the 
catastrophic flooding that followed 
Hurricane Katrina and other storms 
— flooding blamed on a now-closed 
navigation channel.

Judge Susan Braden of the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims in Washing-
ton said the flooding was, in effect, a 
“taking” of property under the Fifth 
Amendment, for which the plaintiffs 
must be compensated.

How much the government will 
have to pay in damages is unclear. 
Braden set a conference for next 
Wednesday in New Orleans to deter-

mine whether an agreement can be 
reached to have damages assessed by 
a mediator.

Friday’s ruling came in an October 
2005 lawsuit filed by the government 
of St. Bernard Parish — adjacent to 
New Orleans — and several prop-
erty owners. It focuses on the now-
closed Mississippi River Gulf Outlet 
— a navigation canal built by the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
blamed by many for flooding in St. 
Bernard Parish and in New Orleans’ 
Lower 9th Ward after Katrina.

The suit says the construction, 
dredging and operation of the naviga-
tion canal, known in south Louisiana 
as “Mr. Go,” contributed to condi-
tions that led to catastrophic flooding 
during Hurricane Katrina in August 

2005, Hurricane Rita weeks later 
and other storms. In effect, the suit 
argued, the damage caused by the 
flooding was an illegal taking of pri-
vate property by the federal govern-
ment without adequate compensation.

Braden agreed, ruling that the 
Corps’ “construction, expansions, 

Judge: U.S. government liable for some Katrina flooding

Five former Missouri football players selected in NFL draft over the weekend. See Page 1B.

Please see KATRINA, page 6A

By FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal — The 
structural engineer strides through 
Katmandu's old city, past buildings 
reduced to rubble, buildings whose 
facades are cracked in dozens of 
places, like the fractured shell of 
a hardboiled egg. But it's the many 
buildings that made it unscathed 
through the earthquake that amaze 
Kit Miyamoto.

"It could have been so much worse," 
said Miyamoto, head of a global 
earthquake and structural engineer-

ing firm, who flew to Nepal soon 
after he heard about last weekend's 
7.8- magnitude quake. He shakes 
his head, topped by a white hard-
hat. Before landing, he'd envisioned 
a flattened moonscape of dust and 
debris. He thought as many as 40,000 
people could be dead.

That the reality has turned out to 
be far less destructive has a lot to do 
with the vagaries of geology, geogra-
phy and construction decisions. Not 
to mention sheer luck.

The danger, however, may not be 
over. Dozens of mostly small after-

shocks have hit Nepal since the 
quake. A more powerful aftershock 
a bit closer to the capital could cause 
immense damage.

"If a magnitude 6 or 6.5 quake 
happens within 20 kilometers of Kat-
mandu, it's going to be a nightmare," 
said Sandeep Donald Shah, a struc-
tural engineer with Miyamoto Inter-
national, during the walk through 
Katmandu. "The probability is pretty 
high that this may happen because 
we just had a (huge) earthquake, and 
the fault line has been activated."

The general state of Katmandu's 

buildings — with their ancient 
soot-and-exhaust-stained concrete, 
their uneven bricks, their drooping 
facades and crooked balconies — 
raises questions about how so many 
still stand after such a big quake.

Remaining upright depended on 

a combination of factors, includ-
ing age, size, building material and 
strength, location and the underlying 
soil. But the simplest explanation is 
that Katmandu largely sits outside 

Nepal earthquake could have been much worse

Please see NEPAL, page 6A

SPEAK UP COMO
Launched on Friday, Speak-
UpCoMo.com aims to engage 
residents and increase partici-
pation in local government. It 
allows users to comment on city 
projects and create and vote on 
ideas. Page 8A

Shakespeare’s will gain  
a lot of neighbors with  
new mixed-use building
By SAMUEL HARDIMAN
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Without a grease fire on Feb. 21, 
1927, thousands of people would 
never have consumed millions of 
slices of pizza.

In the wee hours of the morning, 
what was known as the Handy Hut 
restaurant burned to the ground, 
along with a neighboring house, days 
after the owner of the two buildings, 
Ned Gordon, declined to renew his 
insurance on the site.

According to a Columbia Missouri-
an article from that day, Gordon said 
he planned to replace the Handy Hut 
and the house with three small brick 
buildings to hold “a barbershop, a 
restaurant, a drug store and an elec-
tric shoe repairing shop.”

He didn’t end up building those 
three brick buildings. Instead, he 
built one that housed four separate 
storefronts, according to documents 
at the Missouri Department of Nat-
ural Resources that describe the 
Downtown Columbia Historic Dis-
trict.

From the late 1940s and into the 
early 1970s, the building was home 
to at least two barbershops and shoe 
shops, three restaurants, the Farm-
ers Insurance Group, two service 
stations and an appliance store. 
Some of the addresses in the build-
ing didn’t change functions, just 
names, according to Polk Columbia 
city directories from those decades.

After Shakespeare’s lease is up on 
May 31, the Gordon Building will be 
demolished and replaced by a mixed-
use building of no more than six sto-
ries, said Jack Cardetti, spokesman 
for McAlester Park LLC, which owns 
and will develop the site.

The new building will cover the 
parking lot north of Shakespeare’s, 
creating enough square footage for 
Shakespeare’s to have two neighbors 
in storefronts on the bottom floor. 
Cardetti said the second floor will be 
office space and the floors above will 
be apartments marketed to students 
and young professionals.

Some worry the apartment build-
ing will look like any other in a 

Please see PIZZA, page 4A

‘If a magnitude 6 or 6.5 quake happens within 20 
kilometers of Katmandu, it’s going to be a nightmare.’

SANDEEP DONALD SHAH
Structural engineer with Miyamoto International


