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LAFFERRE HALL 
RENOVATIONS
A $38.5 million renovation, 
set to finish in December 
2016, began Monday on sec-
tions of Lafferre Hall built in 
1935 and 1944. Page 3A
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INDEXWRESTLING
High school wrestling teams 
suffered poor participation 
this year. Parents and coaches 
are finding ways to increase 
interest in the sport to teach 
valuable life lessons they can’t 
learn anywhere else. Page 1B

Computers generate 
erroneous ‘pings’
By KAROL ILAGAN
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

If he wasn’t working or at home, 
Randy Fennewald’s family and 
friends knew where he most like-
ly could be found: getting close to 
nature.

One of his favored destinations 
was the scattered tracts of national 
forest land along Cedar Creek just 
south of Columbia. That’s where Fen-
newald went on Oct. 16 when he had 
a day off from his job as grocery 
manager at Gerbes on Paris Road 
and, where it turned out, he spent his 
final hours.

At 1:34 p.m., Fennewald called 911 
on his cellphone:

911. What’s the address of your 
emergency?

Hello.
This is 911.
Hello.
This is 911.
Hello. I fell off a bluff.
Say that again?
I fell off a bluff.
OK, where are you?
Uh ... uh … My brain’s not working 

too good. Um ... Cedar Creek ... uh, 
uh, the, the trail along Cedar Creek. 
Uh … uh ... I hit my head and I’m 
bleeding.

OK, how old are you, sir?
Hello.
Sir, I want to get help to you, and I 

have some questions.
Can you hear me?
I can hear you. How old are you? 

Sir, when did you fall? Hello, can you 
hear me? Hello.

(After a minute and 20 seconds, the 
line goes dead.)

Opportunities lost
When the call ended at 1:36 p.m. 

on Oct. 16, a dispatcher’s computer 
screen at the 911 center in downtown 
Columbia showed a dot on a map 
with coordinates for the call's sup-
posed origin.

The computer-generated location, 
derived by a phone company from 
Fennewald's call, was a specific spot 
along Turkey Creek in Three Creeks 
Conservation Area.

The rugged Three Creeks area, 
1,500 acres managed by the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation, 
has bluffs and other features similar 
to those in the Mark Twain National 
Forest lands along Cedar Creek that 

Fennewald frequented.
A muffled call from Randy Fen-

newald revealed he had fallen off a 
bluff along Cedar Creek, but the 911 
center’s attempts to track the phone 
call led to Turkey Creek in the Three 
Creeks Conservation Area, about 5 
miles from where he was later found.

Once the decision was made to 
focus on Three Creeks, a search 
unfolded for most of the afternoon 
that included firefighters, law offi-
cers, a helicopter and people on 
horseback and ATVs. They searched 
the base of cliffs and parking lots.

The place Fennewald fell, as it 
turned out, was about 4.4 miles away 
along Cedar Creek. By the time he 
was discovered — five hours after 
his call to 911 — it was too late.

The outcome of that day's rescue 
efforts raises questions about:

 n Why more weight wasn't given 
to the general location Fennewald 
provided in his 911 call — a trail 
along Cedar Creek — rather than 
the computer-generated location. As 
it turned out, the reliance on technol-
ogy initially trumped the location 
Fennewald provided.

n The reliability of technology that 

911 call reveals communication breakdowns

Healthful foods come with hefty price

By RYAN COLLINS
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

JEFFERSON CITY — Four-year-
old Harper Goldsby has Ohtahara 
Syndrome, a rare form of epilepsy 
that causes him to have four to five 
clusters of tonic-clonic seizures per 
day. He uses a wheelchair and eats 
through a gastrostomy tube that was 
surgically placed in his stomach.

Medical marijuana bills winding 
their ways through the Missouri 
House of Representatives could ease 
some of the struggles facing the 

boy, Candace Goldsby, his mother, 
testified this week before a House 
committee.

Goldsby testified Wednesday in sup-
port of House Bill 930, saying it would 
create a medical marijuana pilot pro-
gram allowing Harper to take can-
nabis to treat his condition, ending his 
dependency on prescription medica-
tions and his suffering from their 
harmful side effects, she said.

Harper currently takes nine pre-
scriptions daily — three anti-seizure 
medicines and six others to offset 

their side effects, Goldsby testified. 
Children with this condition have 

a life expectancy of six months, his 
mother testified. “He is unique in 
that sense,” she said. “However, his 
time is running out. ... I’ve had to 
resuscitate my son at least weekly 
for the last two years.”

In her testimony, she pleaded with 
the committee to initiate a program 
for medical cannabis to help her son 
and others like him.

“I’m asking for your help here 
to vote yes. My son does need this; 

he deserves this,” Goldsby said to 
the House Emerging Issues commit-
tee. “He can be living and thriving 
thanks to medical marijuana.”

Three House measures have been 
proposed this legislative session that 
would create the Compassionate Use 
of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program 
Act, providing a process for medical 
marijuana to be cultivated and dis-
pensed to assist patients with debili-
tating conditions. The bills include a 
sales tax on medical marijuana and 
would make the Division of Alcohol 

and Tobacco Control the licensing 
authority for the program.

The three bills are:
n House Bill 800, sponsored by 

Rep. Dave Hinson, R-St. Clair, would 
establish a medical marijuana pro-
gram with strict regulations of who 
can grow, sell, recommend and take 
the drug. This bill lists 11 specific 
conditions that would be treatable 
with medical cannabis. A commit-
tee passed a substitute of the bill on 

State legislators, public discuss program for medical marijuana

Campaign plans to ramp 
up fundraising slowly
By KEN THOMAS and LISA LERER
The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton will begin raising 
money to pay for her second bid for 
the White House the same way she 
plans to start campaigning: small.

Forgoing the celebrity-studded 
fundraisers that marked her hus-
band’s presidency, as well as the 
high-dollar private events put on this 
year by former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush, Clinton’s initial appeals for 
money will be for small-dollar dona-
tions collected over the Internet.

It’s the same 
start-small strat-
egy that she’s tak-
ing with her first 
campaign events, 
deliberately pass-
ing on the sup-
porter-packed ral-
lies of her early 
GOP rivals for 
“retail” events in 
two Iowa towns 
of a few thou-
sand people. Not on her agenda is an 
immediate trip to raise money in the 
Democratic hotspots for campaign 
cash of New York, Hollywood and 
Silicon Valley.

Advisers have set a modest goal 
of raising $100 million for the pri-
mary campaign and will not initial-
ly accept donations for the general 
election.

“Everyone knows that over time 
Hillary Clinton will raise enough to 
be competitive,” said Tom Nides, a 

Clinton 
campaign 
starts out 
‘small’

Please see RESCUE, page 4A
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Missouri State Highway Patrol helicopter found the man along Cedar Creek, less 
than a half mile south of Rutherford Bridge.

Sources: 911 CENTER'S COMPUTER-AIDED DISPATCH NOTES
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Three Creeks 
Conservation 
Area

The 911 center received a call on Oct. 16 from a man who said he fell off a bluff on a 
trail along Cedar Creek. The call, however, was plotted on a location along Turkey 
Creek in the Three Creeks Conservation Area. Each call made to 911 comes with 
location information or coordinates that are plotted on a map on the 911 dispatcher's 
computer screen. Searchers were dispatched to the Three Creeks location.
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911 TRACKED A CALL TO A LOCATION FAR FROM WHERE HIKER FELL
A muf�ed call from Randy Fennewald revealed he had fallen off a bluff along Cedar Creek, but the 911 
center’s attempts to track the phone call led to Turkey Creek in the Three Creeks Conservation Area, about 
5 miles from where he was later found. 
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Please see CLINTON, page 4A

Please see MARIJUANA, page 6A

HOW MUCH SUGAR ARE YOU DRINKING?

A recent report released by the United States Department 
of Agriculture says that added sugars can lead to heart 
disease and Type 2 diabetes. Sixteen ounce drinks range 
from having 36 to 72 grams of sugar. 

30g
The recommended 
maximum amount someone 
with a 2,000-calorie diet 
should consume each day.

61g
Mountain Dew

72g
Sonic Milkshake

64g
Starbucks Carmel 
Frappuccino

70g
Jamba Juice 
Surf Rider

36g
McDonald’s 
Sweet Tea

58g
Amp Original 
Energy Drink

SOURCES: Starbucks Coffee Company; Jamba Juice; Sonic; 
McDonald’s; and Pepsico. GRAPHIC: Madalyne Bird and T.J. Thomson/
Missourian. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: Tanzi Propst/Missourian

By ALYSSA SALELA  
and JACK SUNTRUP
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Make sure all grains are whole grains. 
Hold the trans fat; limit the sodium. Cap 
the calories, and make sure each student 
takes a fruit or vegetable on the way 
down the lunch line.

These are some of the guidelines schools 
must follow to meet the requirements of 
the National School Lunch Program.

In 2010, first lady Michelle Obama 
lobbied for reforms to the program, 
which culminated with the passage of 
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. The 
goal of the act was healthier meals with 
less sugar, trans fat and sodium. But in 
Columbia, the reforms have increased 
costs and left kids grumbling.

“The nutritional guidelines them-
selves are wonderful, and I see why 
they made the recommendations. 
But there are not practical applica-
tions,” said Laina Fullum, director 
of Nutrition Services for Columbia 
Public School District. “The imple-
mentation of these guidelines was 
unreasonable and microman-
aged.”

The reformed guidelines began 
to be phased in during the 2012-13 
school year. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture provides a timeline 
with a gradual implementation 
schedule for schools to follow that 
is scheduled for completion in the 
2022-23 school year.

“Now that we have had to 
enforce these new guidelines for 
a few years, we are starting to 
see the impact,” district spokes-
woman Michelle Baumstark said.

Please see NUTRITION, page 6A

HILLARY CLINTON

SCHOOL BOARD
The boundaries for the 2016-
17 school year will establish 
an enrollment base for Beu-
lah Ralph Elementary School 
and eliminate trailers at Mill 
Creek and Russell Boulevard 
elementary schools. Page 8A


