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Brian Johnson, M.D. 
JCMG Infectious Diseases

Joining JCMG’s  
Infectious Diseases Team:

Donald P. Miller, M.D.
Cathy Schafer, MSN, RN, BC, FNP

Dr. Johnson has 14 years experience as a board certified 
infectious disease specialist. He has been in practice in 
Columbia since completing his training in 2000. For the 
past 12 years he served as the Infection Control Committee 
Chairman at Boone Hospital Center.
 
Dr. Johnson completed medical school and his infectious 
diseases fellowship at the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
While in training during 1999 and 2000, he won the 
Department of Internal Medicine Student Teaching Award 
“Outstanding Fellow.” He also completed an internal medicine 
residency at St. John’s Mercy Medical Center in St. Louis.
 
Dr. Johnson enjoys working with patients with complicated 
infectious disease conditions, especially those with HIV.
 
Dr. Johnson said, “My wife and I are both physicians and 
we made our home in mid-Missouri over 30 years ago. This 
is where we raised our children and built our careers and I 
am very pleased to be able to join Dr. Donald Miller and 
JCMG so that I can continue to serve my patients and 
colleagues here at home.”

To make an appointment  
or referral, please call  
635-JCMG (5264).

Welcomes...

WWW.JCMG.ORG

• Same Day Service*  • On-Site Lab

Karen T. Mays, DDS, P.C.
Karen T. Mays, DDS, General Dentist

3200 Penn Terrace, Suite 119
Liberty Square, Columbia, MO

Call For Appointment (573) 814-2322
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$395
Full Set Dentures

Economy

$95 Routine
Tooth 
Extraction

$1,595
Implants For

Denture Stabilization

Starting At

(Dentures Not Included)

*Same Day Service on Economy Dentures, in most cases, call for details.  Additional fees may be 
incurred depending on individual cases. Fees effective through 11/20/15. We gladly accept Cash, 

Checks with ID, Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express as payment for our services.

SAVE
$75

PER DENTURE ON

U LT R A
Complete or 

Partial Denture

SAVE
$25

PER DENTURE ON

CU STOM
Complete or 

Partial Denture

 1-800-DENTURE
 www.AffordableDentures.com

Offer good only at Karen T. Mays, DDS, P.C. Coupon must be 
presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with 
any other coupons, discounts, package price, insurance benefit or 
prior order. Offer expires 04/30/15 and may change without notice. 

SAVE $100 ON AFFORDABLE
IMPLANTS

Denture Stabilization System

SAVE
$50

PER DENTURE ON

P R E M I U M
Complete or 

Partial Denture
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By DANIELLE ZOELLNER
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The lights were off in the 
auditorium as a video about 
philosopher Hannah Arendt 
played for the students in Hon-
ors Humanities: The Modern 
Era.

As Rachel Harper went to 
close the auditorium door, it 
swung back open to reveal MU 
Chancellor R. Bowen Loftin. 
Behind him was a crowd of 
Harper’s colleagues, students, 
former students and advisers.

“I lost the power of speech I 
was so shocked,” Harper said 
as she recalled the surprise 
during an interview on Friday 
afternoon.

Earlier in the morning, she 

became the fifth and final 
recipient of the 2015 William 
T. Kemper Fellowships for 
Teaching Excellence award.

Loftin and Commerce Bank 
Chairman Jim Schatz  present-
ed the Kemper award to her, 
along with a $10,000 check.

“I am grateful for all the 
people that took time to write 
letters nominating me,” Harp-
er said.

Harper is the director of the 
MU Writing Center as well as 
an MU Honors College pro-
fessor. She has been teaching 
at MU since 1996. “I enjoy 
everything about teaching,” 
she said. “I am the lucky one.”

Harper teaches the Honors 
Humanities sequence every 

semester. She said that it is 
one of the most fun things that 
she does.

“She loves what she does 
and that comes through when 
she teaches,” MU Learning 
Center Director Phil Deming 
said.

Deming has worked with 
Harper for the past seven 
years. He said that tutors and 
students have nothing but 
good things to say about her.

Online Writery Director 
Aaron Harms has known 
Harper for eight years and 
worked with her in the MU 
Learning Center for the past 
three. He helped co-write a 
letter of support in her nomi-
nation for the award.

“She is always thinking 
‘what can I do today that 
can change this person’s life 
through teaching,’” Harms 
said. “Once she is on your 
team, there isn’t a whole lot 
that you can’t accomplish.”

Harms also teaches a class 
with Harper and said that she 
is good at having the hard 
conversations with a student 
when the student hasn’t per-
formed to a level that they 
could.

“The students know she sup-
ports them,” Harms said.

Ellen Bruntrager, an MU 
freshman, took Harper’s Hon-
ors Humanities course about 
the early modern world last 
semester.

“I could tell that she put a lot 
of thought into her lectures,” 
Bruntrager said. “At the end of 
her lectures everyone stands 
up and claps because she is 
really engaging.”

Three other professors 

received the award on Wednes-
day and one received it on 
Thursday.

Supervising editor 
is Joe Guszkowski:  
news@ColumbiaMissourian.
com, 882-7884.

MU Writing Center director gets final 2015 Kemper award
About the William T. Kemper Award

The award was established in 1991 in memory of 1926 MU gradu-
ate William T. Kemper, who was a civic leader in Kansas City, 
Missouri, until he died in 1989. According to an MU news release, 
Kemper’s career spanned 52 years and included high-end positions 
at banks in Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma.

Commerce Bank manages the trust fund. This is the 25th anniver-
sary of the award.

The two choices  
are ‘The Good  
Lord Bird’ and 
‘Station Eleven’
By DANIELLE ZOELLNER
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com 

Would you rather read about 
a slave who flees Kansas with 
an abolitionist or about the 
life of an actor 20 years after 
he died from a deadly flu out-
break? The libraries would 
like to know.

Columbia’s One Read panel 
has narrowed its 2015 com-
munity book selection down 
to “The Good Lord Bird” by 
James McBride, the novel 
about the slave, and “Station 
Eleven” by Emily St. John 
Mandel, the book about a flu 
outbreak.

Votes can be cast in either 
ballot boxes at branches of 
the Daniel Boone Regional 
Library or online at www.
dbrl.org beginning Monday 
through April 24.

After the selected book is 
announced in May, Boone 
County residents will be 
encouraged to read it, and 
area libraries will set up 
events relating to the book.

“The program encourages 
lifelong learning,” said Mitzi 
St. John, public relations 

manager for Daniel Boone 
Regional Library.

One Read has been going 
on for 14 years, St. John said. 
The program is targeted pri-
marily to adults, but teenage 
readers also participate.

Each year, the panel takes 
suggestions from readers on 
books the community should 
read. Panel members nar-
row the suggestions down to 
10 based on various criteria, 
including whether the book 
will appeal to a diverse and 
cross-generational audience.

After picking 10 books, 
panel members read each 
book before picking two. The 
public votes on the final book.

Both choices are full of rich 
characters and take place in 
a setting that would lead to 
discussion, said Lauren Wil-
liams, the co-chairwoman of 
One Read.

“There’s lots of hooks in sub-
ject matter that the commu-
nity can talk about,” she said.

Last year, 348 people voted 
on the One Read finalists. The 
winning book was “The Boys 
in the Boat” by Daniel James 
Brown. More than 1,500 peo-
ple in the community attend-
ed the One Read programs 
that took place in September.

Supervising editor is Claire 
Boston: news@Columbia 
Missourian.com, 882-7884.

One Read panel 
narrows selection

By CHEYENNE ROUNDTREE
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The Break Time at 2402 
Paris Road was robbed Friday 
night. 

Columbia Police officers 
dispatched at approximately 
10:17 p.m. learned that the 

clerk had returned from the 
back of the business to find 
a man near the counter who 
demanded money.

The clerk opened the draw-
er to the register and the man 
took an undisclosed amount 
of money before fleeing south 

on Paris Road, according to a 
news release. 

No one was injured during 
the robbery.

Police officers were not able 
to track the man using a K-9 
unit, but the search is ongoing. 

Information about the inci-

dent can be reported to the 
Columbia Police Depart-
ment at 573-874-7652 or call 
CrimeStoppers at 573-875 
8477. 

Supervising editor is Austin 
Huguelet: news@Columbia 
Missourian.com, 882-7884. 

Police investigate robbery at Break Time

By ANNALIESE NURNBERG
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Three candidates, two 
incumbents and one first-
time runner, are up for two 
seats on the Columbia School 
Board. 

The election will be April 7.

Christine King
ADDRESS: 4003 Day Flower 

Court
PERSONAL: Age 49. Married 

to Alan King. They have one 
son, 16, and one daughter, 13.

ON THE WEB: chking@
cpsk12.org

OCCUPATION: Assistant 
for Nikki and Tim Kuchta, 
ReMax Boone Realty

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s 
degree in finance, Miami 
(Ohio) University.

BACKGROUND: Elected to 
the board in 2009 and again 
in 2012, vice president on 
the board from 2011 to 2013, 
president since 2013, 15 

years in leadership at State 
Farm Insurance.

PRIORITIES IF ELECTED:
1. Continue to improve com-

munication between the com-
munity and the board.

2. Allow teachers and pro-
fessional leaders to have a 
voice in district curriculum 
decisions to enhance student 
achievement.

3.  Remain committed to fis-
cal responsibility while man-
aging student growth.

Darin Preis
ADDRESS: 4803 Chilton Court
PERSONAL: Age 44. Married 

to Stacey Preis. They have 
one son, 13.

ON THE WEB: darinpreis.
com, dpreis@cpsk12.org

OCCUPATION: Executive 
Director at Central Missouri 
Community Action

EDUCATION: Bachelor of 
Arts in English, Southwest 
Missouri State University 

(now Missouri State Univer-
sity), and Master of Public 
Administration, MU’s Tru-
man School of Public Affairs.

BACKGROUND: Served 
on the board from 2005  
to 2008, elected again in 2012, 
served in United States Army 
Reserves from 1989 to 2000.

PRIORITIES IF ELECTED:
1. Encourage student 

achievement by offering a 
good curriculum and support-
ing teachers.

2. Provide enrichment to 
students with experiences 
including athletics, music, 
drama, clubs, trips, languag-
es and electives.

3. Remove barriers outside 
of the classroom to increase 
the opportunity for all chil-
dren to succeed.

Derek Wade
ADDRESS: 1405 Keegan 

Court
PERSONAL: Age 48. Mar-

ried to Stephanie Wade. They 
have two sons, 3 and 9, and 
one daughter, 7.

ON THE WEB: wadegroup@
hotmail.com

OCCUPATION: Beef sales to 
restaurants and retailers

EDUCATION:  Bach-
elor’s degree in English,  
California State Univer-
sity – Northridge, mas-
ter’s in creative writ-
ing, Pacific University  
in Forest Grove, Oregon.

BACKGROUND: Moved to 
Columbia from Los Angeles 
in 2007, taught literature and 
English composition at State 
Fair Community College in 
Boonville.

PRIORITIES IF ELECTED:
1. Get rid of budget deficit.
2. Relieve overcrowding in 

schools.
3. Create long-term plan 

for finances without tax and 
bond issues.

Candidates for Columbia School Board 
share priorities if elected on Tuesday

More online
TITLE IX: Legal consultants Gina Maisto Smith and Leslie Gomez 
will be at MU on Tuesday to address faculty questions and  
concerns about the university’s new Title IX provisions.

FACULTY ELECTION: Law professor Ben Trachtenburg will 
become the new chair of the MU Faculty Council, and Russian 
professor Nicole Monnier will be the vice chair.


