
WE WELCOME YOUR  
COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
Call Sports Editor Greg Bowers: 

573-882-5729 
or send email to:  

bowersg@missouri.edu
or fax us: 573-882-5702 

Visit us on the Web:  
www.ColumbiaMissourian.com/sports

SECTION B, Thursday, April 2, 2015

INSIDE TODAY:

MADNESS 
Kentucky’s small point 
guard has been a big 
contributer on a team 
hunting a title. Page 4B

Stephens College athletics director to retire
Deb Duren will be 
stepping down from the 
position after 31 years
By MICHAEL TISH
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Deb Duren, vice president for stu-
dent services and athletics director 
at Stephens College, announced her 
retirement Wednesday after 31 years 
of service.

Duren’s time at Stephens began 
when she became the head coach 
of the volleyball team in 1984. Four 
years later, the athletics department 
was shut down, but Duren remained 
as a faculty member and chair of the 
Physical Education Department.

In 1994, Stephens promoted her to 

dean of students and made Duren the 
director of the revived athletics pro-
gram. In 2005, Duren was promoted 
to vice president for student services 
while remaining as athletics director. 

“She will be long remembered and 
appreciated for her years of dedica-
tion and service, and for her com-
mitment to Stephens College,” Nikki 
Krawitz, Chair of the Board of Trust-
ees, said in a statement. “She has 
always kept the welfare of students 
foremost in her mind. She is kind and 
fair and at the same time demanding, 
always expecting students to per-
form to a high standard. Her contri-
butions to the success of our students 
both on campus and after graduation 
are immeasurable.”

Duren’s fellow staff members held 

a celebration for her on Wednesday. 
Dianne Lynch, president of Stephens 
College, announced at the celebration 
that a scholarship would be started in 
honor of “Duren’s longstanding com-
mitment to student-athletics.”

“The Deb Duren Scholar-Athlete 
Scholarship will support an outstand-
ing student-athlete who reflects the 
work ethic, values and commitments 
that Deb so truly represents,” Lynch 
said.

Initial contributions for the schol-
arship have come from Lynch and 
her husband. Lynch encouraged the 
college’s faculty, staff and alumnae 
to make contributions to the scholar-
ship as well.

The top athletics position for the 
Stars doesn’t come with high-profile 

exposure or widespread success in 
sports. Stephens is an academics-
first institution, and because of how 
soluble teams have been in the past, 
it’s tough to build programs.

The Stephens athletics department 
offers its women a chance to par-
ticipate in basketball, cross-country, 
competitive dance, golf, soccer, soft-
ball, tennis and volleyball. In every 
sport this year, Stephens has failed 
to put out a team that finished with 
a record above .500. The Stars have 
had particular trouble in American 
Midwest Conference play, which 
includes programs such as Colum-
bia College and Freed-Hardeman 
University. Soccer, softball and ten-
nis have combined for a conference 
record of 1-20.

Despite a lack of athletic accolades, 
the college has developed a reputa-
tion for scholar-athlete recognition in 
the past few years. Duren also helped 
cultivate students, such as Erin Maz-
zola, now the director of student ser-
vices. Mazzola called Duren a “men-
tor.”

“She’s someone who has taught 
more in five years than I could have 
ever imagined,” Mazzola said in the 
release. “She truly cares about her 
employees, their well-being and their 
happiness.”

Duren will continue to hold her 
faculty position until the end of this 
academic year.

Supervising editor is Sean Mor-
rison: sports@ColumbiaMissourian.
com, 882-5730.

Rock Bridge girls soccer beats Rolla in penalty kicks

Former Tiger returns to Columbia 

SHELBY BASELER/Missourian

Missouri second baseman Sami Fagan swings at a pitch during a softball game 
against SLU on Wednesday. Missouri won after the game was rained out, 10-6. 
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McDonald’s All-American guard Sophie Cunningham celebrates from the bench Wednesday during the second half of the McDonald’s All-American Game in Chicago.

By CONNOR CASEY
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

With the wind gusting and the 
dark clouds of an impending storm 
creeping up from the south, the 
Missouri softball team looked to 
have Saint Louis University on the 
ropes Wednesday night.

With one out, the bases loaded 
and the No. 21 Tigers leading 3-0, 
one of the most decorated players 
in recent Missouri history walked 
out onto the field: Chelsea Thomas.

But the three-time all-American 
and winningest pitcher in school 
history wasn’t on the field for Mis-
souri, but rather to offer advice to 
SLU pitcher Brianna Lore.

Thomas has been an assistant 
coach for the Billikens for the past 
two seasons. Wednesday marked 
the first time she’s been to Univer-
sity Stadium as a coach rather than 

a player.
“It’s no fun to sit over in that dug-

out, that’s for sure,” Thomas said 
jokingly after the game, which Mis-
souri ended up winning 10-6.

Now that she’s a coach, Thomas 
said she’s finally understanding the 
struggles her former coaches had.

“It’s very frustrating at times, 
and now I get to understand what 
coach E (Ehren Earleywine) and 
Pete (D’Amour) always got frus-
trated about,” Thomas said. “I’m 
feeling that now.”

The Tigers gave Thomas a reason 
to be frustrated. SLU managed to 
take a 6-5 lead after a grand slam 
from second baseman Allie Mac-
farlane, but Missouri responded 
with five runs over the next three 
innings to secure the win.

Thomas also mentioned that 
coaching has helped her excel 

in her professional career. She’s 
a pitcher for the USSSA Florida 
Pride in Kissimmee, Florida.

Thomas is joined on the SLU 
coaching staff by former teammate 
Ashley Fleming, who is also in her 
second year as a coach. Earleywine 
noted how the game had a differ-
ent feel playing against his former 
players.

“Usually you feel like there’s a 
low level of animosity every time 
you play somebody, or at least I do. 
But I don’t feel that with them,” 
Earleywine said of Thomas and 
Fleming. “I care about those girls 
deeply and I’m proud of them for 
what they’re doing over there. 
They’ve made that program bet-
ter.”

Supervising editor is Seth Boster: 
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com, 
882-5730.

SAINT LOUIS 6  — MISSOURI 10

More online
This story is the final part of a series 
on Sophie Cunningham’s experience as 
Columbia’s first McDonald’s All-Ameri-
can. For more, visit  
ColumbiaMissourian.com.

Rock Bridge senior gains 
new perspective on her 
future after McDonald’s 
All-American Game 
By AARON REISS
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

CHICAGO – Sophie Cunningham’s 
experience could’ve been over.

Her West team lost the McDonald’s 
All-American Game 89-87 Wednes-
day night at the United Center. But 
Cunningham wasn’t done.

She needed to see Bradley Godish, 
the 4-year-old boy with leukemia 
whom she met Sunday at a Ronald 
McDonald House visit.

Cunningham, the Rock Bridge 
senior and first McDonald’s All-
American from Columbia, had 
already soaked up so many moments 
on this temporary national stage. 

ROLLA 0  — ROCK BRIDGE 1

By MIRANDA SMITH
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Rock Bridge High School’s Cara 
Wilfong stood just 12 yards from 
the goal with only the goalkeeper 
between her and a win.

The game had gone through two 
overtimes and total of 100 minutes 
of play without either team scoring. 
After both teams made their first 
three penalty shootout tries, Rolla 
High School’s fourth attempt sailed 
wide.

The referee blew his whistle, and 
Wilfong took her shot. It sailed over 
the goalie’s head and hit the inside of 
the crossbar. The ball bounced down 
behind the goalie and beyond the goal 
line.

It was in.
Rock Bridge beat Rolla 1-0 on 

Wednesday on a rain-drenched turf 
field, with fans of the Bruins and 
Bulldogs alike sitting in the press box. 
Rock Bridge (2-1) has earned both its 
victories in penalty kicks.

“This is a special group of young 
ladies, and we are finding ways to 
win,” coach Gary Drewing said. “In 
shootouts, I remind them to relax and 
do what we do. It’s more about compo-
sition than anything else.”

That’s as much about being steady 
as it is bouncing back from a bad kick.

Wilfong had her first opportunity 
to score on a penalty kick in the first 
of two overtimes after her teammate 
was tripped in Rolla’s goal box. After 
more than 80 minutes of playing in 

the rain, the score was still 0-0.
Wilfong had a chance to put the 

Bruins in the lead.
She shot, and Rolla’s goalie met the 

ball with a dive to the left corner of 
the net. The ball deflected off of her 
gloves and back into play. A scramble 
for possession ended with the ball 
sailing out of bounds a safe distance 
away from Rolla’s goal.

Wilfong said she was able to relax 
on her second penalty kick thanks to 
the help of her teammates.

“The first one (penalty kick), that’s 
just not me. I don’t miss those,” Wil-
fong said. “My teammates really 
picked me up after that first one, and 
on the second I just wanted to put it 
in to show them and redeem myself.”

The Bruins have a chance at their 
first regulation win and 3-1 record 
when they face Muriel Williams Bat-
tle High School on Thursday.

Supervising editor is Sean Morri-
son: sports@ColumbiaMissourian.
com, 882-5730.
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shining
moment


