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By PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Bobby Portis kept 
Kentucky from winning everything 
in the Southeastern Conference this 
season.

The Arkansas sophomore was 
selected as SEC player of the year 
by The Associated Press on Monday, 
about the only thing the top-ranked 
Wildcats were denied in their per-
fect season.

Not surprisingly, Kentucky took 
the other two awards.

John Calipari was voted coach of 
the year, while Karl-Anthony Towns 
was picked as the top freshman.

"I thought that the Kentucky play-
ers would kind of dominate the 
awards because of their record," said 
Portis, who also took the coaches' 

player of the year award last week.
Portis was the only unanimous 

choice to the AP's All-SEC first 
team. The 6-foot-11 forward ranks 
second in the league in scoring 
(17.5 points per game) and fourth in 
rebounding (8.6).

"I think I had a great year," he said. 
"I tried to stay consistent throughout 
the whole season and tried to be 
that man for my team and just tried 
to help my team to more wins this 
season."

Speaking of great years, Calipari 
guided Kentucky (34-0) to a per-
fect regular season and an easy 
romp through the SEC Tournament. 
Now, the Wildcats are headed to 
NCAAs as an overwhelming favor-
ite to claim the school's ninth nation-
al championship and complete the 

first unbeaten men's season since 
Indiana in 1976.

The last three undefeated teams 
entering the tournament were all 
beaten, including Wichita State — 
by Kentucky, no less — a year ago. 
The Wildcats went on to reach the 
national championship game, where 
they lost to Connecticut.

This team wants to win one more 
game. Several top players returned 
for another college season and were 
joined by Calipari's usual stellar 
recruiting class, creating a jugger-
naut that has a chance to go down as 
one of the greatest teams in NCAA 
history.

"Those aren't the nets we're really 
looking to cut down," junior center 
Willie Cauley-Stein said after Sun-
day's 78-63 victory over Arkansas 

in the SEC Tournament final. "It 
was just a milestone. It's part of 
the process for us winning and 
everything, but we're looking for 
something bigger. We're looking 
to cut down a couple more nets in 
the (NCAA) tournament. "

Towns and Cauley-Stein joined 
Portis on the first team, along 
with Mississippi junior guard 
Stefan Moody, Tennessee senior 
guard Josh Richardson, and a pair 
of sophomore forwards from LSU, 
Jarell Martin and Jordan Mickey.

Mickey leads the SEC in 
rebounding (9.8), while Martin is 
the conference third-leading scor-
er (16.9) and rebounder (9.2).

Towns averaged 9.7 points and 

Portis is AP’s SEC player of year; Calipari, Towns honored
All-SEC list

The 2015 Associated Press All-Southeast-
ern Conference men’s basketball team 
announced Monday, with name, school, 
position, height and class (u-unanimous 
choice first team; t-tied for final spot on first 
team):

First team

u-Bobby Portis, Arkansas, F, 6-11, So.

Willie Cauley-Stein, Kentucky, C, 7-0, Jr.

Stefan Moody, Mississippi, G, 5-10, Jr.

Josh Richardson, Tennessee, G, 6-6, Sr.

t-Jarell Martin, LSU, F, 6-10, So.

t-Jordan Mickey, LSU, F, 6-8, So.

t-Karl-Anthony Towns, Kentucky, F, 6-11, Fr.Please see ALL-SEC, page 2B

Missouri 
women’s 
basketball 
in WNIT
By AARON REISS
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The Missouri women’s basketball 
team will travel to Northern Iowa 
to face the Panthers on Thursday 
in the first round of the Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament.

The Tigers (17-13) are the highest 
seeded Southeastern Conference 
team in the tournament’s 64-team 
field, which came out Monday night.

This is the third consecutive sea-
son Missouri will play in the WNIT. 
The Tigers have lost in the first 
round of the tournament the past 
two years.

Injuries have been a large part 
of the narrative for the Tigers this 
season. Starting point guard Lianna 
Doty has been out the whole season 
with a foot injury. Forwards Kayla 
McDowell and Bri Porter fell vic-
tim to season-ending injuries of 
their own during non-conference 
play.

But forward Jordan Frericks has 
shined. Frericks, who was named 
All-SEC Second Team earlier this 
month, leads the Tigers in points 
(13.6), rebounds (9.7), blocks (1.3) 
and steals (1.6) per game.

After opening SEC play 3-9, the 
Tigers showed some life toward the 
end of the regular season. Missouri 
won its last four games of the regu-
lar season, including a one-point 
win over then-No. 12 Texas A&M in 
College Station, Texas, to finish in 
seventh place in the SEC. It is the 
best the Tigers have ever finished 
in their three years in the confer-
ence.

The Tigers had been awaiting 
their postseason fate since March 
5, when Missouri lost to Georgia in 
the Tigers’ first game of the SEC 
tournament in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas.

The time for Thursday’s game 
will be announced today.

Supervising editor is Ray-
mond Howze: sports@Columbia 
Missourian.com, 882-5730.

LAS VEGAS — This year is differ-
ent for Ed O’Bannon, even if things 
have yet to really change. For the 
first time, he goes into 
March Madness known 
more for being the 
guy who upended big 
time college athletics 
than the player who led 
UCLA to the national 
title in 1995.

For the first time, he’ll 
also make some money off the NCAA 
Tournament, but more on that later. 
Selling cars is still how he makes his 
living, even if now he’s known as more 
than just someone who can get you a 
good deal on a Toyota.

“I’m on the streets, recognized 
as the guy who took on the system, 
which I love,” O’Bannon said. “This 

lawsuit meant so much 
to a lot of people and 
will mean something to 
athletes in the future. I 
am truly honored to be 
in this position and be 
known as that dude.”

NCAA attorneys will 
return to court Tues-

day to challenge that dude, taking 
their argument on the purity of 
amateurism in college athletics to 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
in San Francisco. They will try to 
convince a three-judge panel that a 

federal judge erred last year in rul-
ing that Division 1 basketball and 
football players have a right to be 
paid for use of their images and like-
nesses.

That it’s happening on the eve 
of the tournament that brings an 
embarrassment of riches to the 
NCAA — some $800 million this 
year alone — is mere coincidence. 
That the major colleges are already 
changing the way they treat their 
athletes in the wake of O’Bannon’s 
successful lawsuit isn’t.

“I’m not stupid, I know the confer-
ences and universities are changing 
the rules now because they have to,” 
O’Bannon said. “It’s unfortunate it 

came down to having to go to court, 
but the rules are changing, and peo-
ple’s ways are changing nonetheless.”

O’Bannon didn’t set out to change 
the world of college athletics, though 
he ended up doing just that. He was 
more concerned with righting a 
wrong when he was at a friend’s 
house and saw his image being used 
in a video game as a member of the 
UCLA team that won the national 
championship in his senior year.

The player, like O’Bannon, was a 
lanky lefty who could score almost 
at will on the inside. He had the same 
No. 31 uniform number and the same 
UCLA jersey.

All that was missing was the name 

on the back. That, of course, and a 
check from the NCAA or the video 
game maker for use of his likeness 
in the game.

As the lead plaintiff for the suit 
demanding a cut of the profits for 
college players, O’Bannon testified 
at the trial that he viewed play-
ing basketball at UCLA as his job 
and only did enough at school to 
keep himself eligible. As a player 
who sometimes went hungry at night 
if practice went long and he didn’t 
have enough money in his pocket to 
buy KFC, he knows firsthand how 
athletes got nothing but books and 

Commentary
TIM DAHLBERG

The Associated Press

As NCAA Tournament begins, O’Bannon to be paid

By AARON REISS
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Harold Brantley stands out.
Consider his appearance at practice last Friday: He was 

the only Tiger who rolled the bottom of his jersey up to his 
shoulder pads — exposing his entire stomach. He was also 
the only Missouri defensive lineman whose helmet lacked 
a Tiger stripe decal on the crown.

Brantley is goofy. Fellow defensive tackle Josh Augusta 
said Brantley leads the charge when players jokingly shove 
defensive line coach Craig Kuligowski.

Between his turns during a drill, Brantley cracks jokes 
and breaks into occasional singing.

But when it’s his time to take on a tackling dummy, he 
locks in. He turns from goofy to no-nonsense and rips his 
hand through the dummy’s stuffed fabric arm and heads 
toward the imaginary quarterback.

“When it’s time to get serious, he’s serious,” Augusta said.
Consider the way Brantley acted at practice that same 

Friday. During a drill in which linemen made their way 
between gaps in a row of plastic bins, Brantley lifted his 
helmet from his face when giving instruction to teammates 

— allowing them to look him in the eyes.
Brantley is supposed to stand out. He’s the most experi-

enced player in a position group that has no seniors, so his 
teammates expect him to lead. A redshirt junior next sea-
son, Brantley has been in position meetings with Michael 
Sam, Sheldon Richardson, Shane Ray and Kony Ealy.

“He know the ropes,” Augusta said. “He’s seen the best 
come here.”

Brantley played in all 14 of Missouri’s games this past 
season and registered 54 total tackles, including seven for a 
loss, and five sacks. The men who are slated to start along-
side him — Augusta and defensive ends Charles Harris and 
Marcus Loud — last season combined for 56 tackles and 
3.5 sacks.

Brantley expects himself to be a leader. Consider what he 
said after Missouri’s 33-17 Citrus Bowl victory over Min-
nesota in January, when he had one of the plays of the game 
— a 19-yard rush on a fake punt play that gave Missouri a 
first down.

“I need to be a leader, and I think I need to step up more 

Please see O’BANNON, page 2B

MIKE KREBS/Missourian 

Harold Brantley looks on with teammates during a practice on Friday at Memorial Stadium.

‘I need to be 
a leader, and 
I think I need 

to step up 
more than I did 

this season. 
But that’s  

responsibility I’m 
looking forward 

to and I’m  
ready for.’

HAROLD BRANTLEY
Missouri football defensive 

lineman

STANDING OUT
Missouri’s Harold Brantley leads group of inexperienced defensive linemen

Please see BRANTLEY, page 2B

WNIT matchup
Who: Missouri at Northern Iowa

When: Thursday

Time: TBA


