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INSIDE TODAY:

SEC HOOPS
Kentucky, Arkansas 
play for the conference 
championship today. 
Page 3B

By MATTHEW GREENFIELD
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Prior to the Mid-American Con-
ference championships last week-
end, the teams were in the wrestling 
room at Hearnes Center warming 
up. Suddenly, something wasn’t 
right. The Missouri wrestlers looked 
around puzzled as someone from Old 
Dominion changed the music.

It wasn’t right. So, the Missouri 
wrestlers changed it back to their 
music. 

Michael Jackson played over the 
speakers and the Missouri wres-
tlers relaxed as things were back in 
order. Missouri coach Brian Smith 
explained the team’s music taste as 
“some coach Smith high school day 
music.” 

The team is focusing on its details 
and routines as the NCAA nation-
al championship approaches next 
weekend in St. Louis. Missouri will 
be looking to win the first team 
national title for the school since 
1965.

Smith doesn’t want the wrestlers 
to feel any stress. When the team 
travels and gets to the hotel every-
thing is already there, he said. The 
food is in the room, they’re checked 
in, the roommates are chosen, drill-
ing partners are the same as always, 
how they do the drill is the same and 
especially the music is the same. The 
details matter.

Having been there before, Smith 
and the Missouri wrestling team are 
looking to finally get over the hump 
and win the national title. Seven 
wrestlers have experience in the 
tournament, but they’re approaching 
it just like any other match.

At the MAC tournament, redshirt 
sophomore Zach Synon’s routine 
paid off. He needed to win his weight 
class to qualify for the national tour-
nament. 

“I went up to the room and me and 

Missouri 
wrestling 
keeping 
its cool

By MEGAN SCHUSTER
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

When Paige Lowary steps up to the 
mound, she focuses on the things she can 
control. 

And when Missouri softball's freshman 
pitcher gets too wrapped up in the game 
and what's happening around her, she can 
refocus as quickly as the time it takes to 
have a conversation with her catcher.

"I'm going to focus on just us two now 
and stop worrying about outside distrac-
tions like the umpire and anything I can't 
control," Lowary said to sophomore catch-
er Kirsten Mack after a couple of difficult 
innings on Wednesday.

"Just focus on the controllables."

Lowary doesn't show the timidity or 
nerves expected of a freshman performing 
in big situations. She seems to thrive on the 
pressure of being thrown into the game, as 
her 9-0 record demonstrates.

And the rest of the team's freshman 
class has the same mentality.

Amanda Sanchez has started all 20 
games for Missouri (17-3) this season at 
third base, and she is cultivating a .938 
fielding percentage. She has hit three 
homeruns, and her three RBIs in Friday’s 
win over Fordham brought her total up to 
14 for the season.

Sanchez has become a crucial hitter in 

Freshmen playing big role in 
Missouri softball’s hot start

Rock Bridge advances to state semifinals
By JOELLEN GROHS
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

BOLIVAR, Missouri — When 
Cierra Porter’s family moved to Mis-
souri from Indiana, she didn’t even 
think about a state tournament.

“I just thought we played games 
and so I just came out here to play,” 
Porter said.

Now, Porter is extremely familiar 
with Missouri’s final four.

The Rock Bridge girls basketball 
team beat Republic High School 
64-44 in the state quarterfinal game 
in Bolivar, Missouri. The win over 
Republic (25-4) sends the Bruins 
to Mizzou Arena for their fourth-
consecutive state appearance.

The Bruins’ (22-7) are the three-
time defending state champions, and 
Porter has been with the team for 
every season.

Porter has shared every state title 
with senior guard Sophie Cunning-
ham, who finished Saturday’s game 
with 19 points. Cunningham said it’s 
been their goal to reach the state 
tournament four years in a row.

Although the pair has remained 
constant, every year a new group of 
girls will come in. But Porter said 
that’s why each year is special to 
her.

“It’s a new journey because it’s a 
new group of girls,” said Porter, who 
had nine points.

Porter and Cunningham may be 
the main faces of the Bruins, but 
they’ll be the first to say the team is 
more than that.

“For everyone to get involved in 
this game, even if they were on the 
bench, they were in it with us, they 
were talking to us the whole time,” 
Cunningham said.

In the second quarter, Cunning-
ham noticed she was double-cov-
ered, which opened up the lane for 
her teammates. She yelled across 
the floor to coach Jill Nagel, who 
told Cunningham to just stand in the 
corner.

With the same game strategy, Cun-
ningham didn’t make a field goal in 
the second half. But the Bruins were 
just fine without her, going on a 10-0 

run to end the third quarter. Fresh-
man guard Payton McCallister con-
tributed five of those points, finish-
ing with eight points total.

“Everybody that came in was 
ready to go, contributed,” Nagel said.

Cunningham suffered an injury 
in the fourth quarter. It looked as 
though Cunningham had the wind 
knocked out of her, but she said she’s 
going to the doctor because she’s not 
sure what happened. 

This year’s state tournament will 
be the last games Porter and Cun-
ningham will play together in a Bru-
ins uniform. But the pair will attend 
Missouri in the fall to play basket-
ball for the Tigers.

“For us going to Mizzou next year, 
we just want to finish this season 
as strong as we can,” Cunningham 
said.

Rock Bridge will begin state tour-
nament play at 6 p.m. Friday at Miz-
zou Arena against Cor Jesu Acad-
emy (19-10).

Supervising editor is Greg Bowers: 
bowersg@missouri.edu, 882-5729.

Please see WRESTLING, page 2B
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Spectators watch as a gerbil participates in “mouse roulette” during the Callaway Cup Mouse Race on Friday at KC Country in Kingdom City, Missouri. The event, 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Fulton, raised money through 10 heats of gerbil racing, mouse roulette and silent auctions to support the Coalition Against Rape 
and Domestic Violence.

REPUBLIC 44 — ROCK BRIDGE 64

TIMOTHY TAI/Missourian

Rock Bridge Bruins guard Carly Offerdahl cheers for her team during a girls’ Class 
5 state quarterfinal game at Southwest Baptist University on Satudary in Bolivar, 
Missouri. The Bruins defeated the Republic Tigers 64-44 to move on to the state 
tournament semifinals at Mizzou Arena on Friday.

Please see SOFTBALL, page 2B

Peoples dominates weight throw
By MIRANDA SMITH
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Missouri’s star thrower 
Kearsten Peoples earned her 
first national title at the 2015 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships on Friday.

After leading the NCAA in the 
weight throw for most of the sea-
son, Peoples threw 22.71-meters 
at Fayetteville to win the event.

The senior is now an eight-
time All-American, having 
placed in the top three in the 
weight throw, shot put and dis-
cus at national championship 
meets. She has won four confer-
ence championship titles across 
three events in her career and 
can now add a national champi-
onship title to her list of achieve-

ments.
Peoples’ victory was 0.15 

meters farther than UCLA’s Ida 
Storm, who placed second, but 
her throw was still 0.13 meters 
short of the school record that 
she set at home this February.

Peoples also competed in 
shot put on Saturday along-
side her teammate, Jill Rushin. 
The pair’s performances were 
consistent with their rankings 
going into the meet. Rushin 
placed fifth with a throw of 17.25 
meters while Peoples threw 16.3 
meters for 10th. Neither met 
their season bests in the event.

Wrapping up the meet for the 
Tigers, junior Markesh Wood-
son placed fifth in the 60-meter 
dash final on Saturday with a 

time of 6.611 seconds.
In the prelims on Friday, 

Woodson clocked in at 6.598 sec-
onds for his second-best time 
this season. His time fell short 
of his recent school record of 
6.58 seconds, but it placed him 
fourth in the second heat at 
the NCAA championships and 
earned him the seventh qualify-
ing spot in the finals.

Woodson, Rushin and Peo-
ples concluded Missouri’s 2015 
indoor season with their per-
formances at the NCAA cham-
pionships. The team will make 
its outdoor debut at the Texas 
Relays in Austin, Texas, and the 
Vanderbilt Invitational in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, on March 27 
and 28.

Gentlemen, start your mice
By AARON REISS
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

FULTON — When it comes to these mice, there 
is no science.

Because these are not lab mice, these are “rac-
ing mice.” And with racing mice, there’s no such 
thing as a thoroughbred. In fact, because mice 
get into fights when put in cages with other blood-
lines, most racing rodents are inbred.

The best advice Tommy Jones of Hederman 
Events offered is to pick a name you like and put 
money on it. But even that is a bit misleading.

The names of the mice change with each race, 
depending upon an individual races’ sponsor and 

Jones’ whims.
Oh, and the mice — they’re actually gerbils. 

“Mouse racing,” Jones believes, is more market-
able than “gerbil racing.”

So none of this make sense. Don’t worry. You’re 
not supposed to stress over mouse racing. You’re 

Rotary Club of Fulton raises money racing rodents for charity

Please see MICE, page 2B

More online
To watch a video of mice racing, visit the Columbia 
Missourian’s website, ColumbiaMissourian.com
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Gerbils run along the track Friday at the 
Callaway Cup Mouse Race.


