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CORRECTION
Darlene Ornburn’s last name 
was misspelled in “Taking a 
STEP to understand those who 
came before” on Page 1A in 
Friday’s edition. 

Sunday & Monday, February 22-23, 2015  n  SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1908   n  Join the conversation at ColumbiaMissourian.com  n  50 cents

INDEX
Abby 6A
Calendar 2A
Classifieds 5B
Life Story 2A
Lottery 2A

CORRECTION
There are about 3,100 undergrads at Columbia College’s 
day and night campus, so the total number of undergrads in 
Columbia is at least 30,445, or about 26.6 percent of Colum-
bia’s population. An article on Page 3A in Friday’s edition mis-
stated these numbers.

City Council will be asked 
to delay the vote for the 
ban by at least a year
By ALLEN FENNEWALD
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The city staff wants to move a pro-
posal that would restrict plastic bags 
at grocery stores and other retailers 
off the fast track.

Deputy City Manager Tony St. 
Romaine on Friday said the Colum-
bia City Council, which could vote on 
the proposal at its March 2 meeting, 
will be asked to delay action for at 
least one year. He cited increasing 
public input and the empty First 
Ward council seat that will be filled 

in the April election as reasons for 
the delay.

“We’ve had a limited amount of 
public discussion on this issue,” St. 
Romaine said. “We are starting to 
receive more feedback coming from 
various interest groups on both sides 
of the issue right now, and I think we 
feel that a vote would be premature.”

The proposed ordinance, detailed 
by the Environment and Energy 
Commission in a December report, 
would restrict single-use plastic 
bags in grocery, pharmacy and con-
venience stores except for produce 
or sanitation purposes. The stores 
would also be required to charge at 
least 10 cents for every paper bag 
provided to customers, unless the 

customer was on a food assistance 
program.

St. Romaine said the community 
needs more time to “fully grasp 
what is being proposed and if there 
are other ways of obtaining the same 
objective, which is obviously reduc-
ing the amount of plastic bags in the 
landfills that wind up where they 
shouldn’t be — in streams and things 
of that nature.”

Tabling the proposal would require 
the support of at least four of the six 
council members.

Second Ward Councilman Michael 
Trapp on Thursday said this wasn’t 
the right time for a vote and that he 
would support tabling the measure.

“I have real mixed feelings about 

it,” Trapp said. “The fact that (plas-
tic bags) escape into the environ-
ment and cause a lot of trouble is a 
difficult thing, but I’m not convinced 
this is the right time or right way to 
go about it.”

He also cited the First Ward seat 
left vacant by the resignation of 
Ginny Chadwick.

“With a sixth of the city unrepre-

sented, it seems like it would be hard 
to say that it was a fair process,” 
Trapp said.

Ken Midkiff of the Environment 
and Energy Commission said he 
would be disappointed if the ordi-
nance was tabled rather than voted 
on March 2. He said opponents have 

Plastic bags debate could be deferred
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‘We are starting to receive more feedback coming from 
various interest groups on both sides of the issue right 

now, and I think we feel that a vote would be premature.’
TONY ST. ROMAINE

Columbia Deputy City Manager
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By KATHY MATHESON
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — When it 
comes to standardized tests, par-
ents across the country are (a) con-
cerned; (b) demanding change; (c) 
pulling tens of thousands of children 
out of the exams; or (d) making 
themselves heard at the top levels of 
government.

Answer: all of the above.
The backlash is kicking into high 

gear this spring as millions of stu-
dents start taking new, more rigor-
ous exams aligned with Common 
Core standards. Officials say the 
high-stakes assessments are crucial 
to evaluating student progress and 
competitiveness.

But a growing cohort of parents, 
students and teachers are rebelling 
against what they consider a toxic 
culture of testing. And officials, 
including U.S. Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan, have begun to listen 
as the grassroots movement engi-
neers a series of high-profile rebuffs:

n  Thousands of Colorado high 
school seniors walked out on new 
state-mandated science and social 
studies tests last fall.

n  An Ohio middle school teacher 
published a letter calling state offi-
cials “bullies” for printing a pam-
phlet that warned of wide-ranging 
consequences if students sit out 
exams.

n  At least 93 students at a sin-
gle Philadelphia middle school are 

Please see TEST, page 5A

Students 
snubbing 
statewide 
testing

States seek alternatives for highway, bridge funding
Road infrastructure 
continues to crumble as 
revenue sources dry up
By DAVID A. LIEB
The Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY — Touted 
as one of the first interstate high-
ways, a 200-mile span of Interstate 
70 between suburban St. Louis 
and Kansas City stands as a prime 
example of the challenges facing the 
nation’s roads.

Built in the 1950s and ‘60s with 
a 20-year-life expectancy, the four-
lane highway is crumbling beneath 
its surface and clogged with traf-
fic as it carries more than 30,000 
vehicles a day on many of its rural 
stretches, requiring more frequent 
repaving. The cost to rebuild and 
widen it is estimated at $2 billion to 
$4 billion — as much as five times 
the projected yearly construction 
and maintenance budget of Mis-
souri’s transportation department.

And there is no easy way to pay for 
it. The state fuel tax hasn’t risen in 
about 20 years, and voters defeated a 
three-quarters of a cent sales tax for 
transportation in August. Gov. Jay 

Nixon has since floated the idea of 
hiking the gasoline tax and reviving 
a previously failed plan to turn I-70’s 
reconstruction over to a private enti-
ty that could charge tolls estimated 
at up to $30 per car.

As legislatures convene across the 
country, lawmakers and governors 
are confronting similar realities in 
their own states: how to address an 
aging network of roads, highways 
and bridges during an era in which 
federal money for such projects has 
remained stagnant or declined.

Figures compiled by The Associ-
ated Press show the total amount of 
money available to states from the 
Federal Highway Trust Fund has 
declined 3.5 percent during the five-
year period ending in 2013, the latest 
year for which numbers were avail-
able. During that span, the amount 
of inflation-adjusted federal high-
way money dropped in all states but 
Alaska and New York.

In response, states have tried to 
devise ways to fill the gap. Gover-
nors and lawmakers in several states 
are proposing new taxes, tolls and 
fees to repair a road system whose 
historical reliance on fuel taxes is no 
longer providing enough money to 

cover its costs.
“You’re seeing states all across the 

country that are looking to do some-
thing, because they realize you can’t 
count on the federal government,” 
said Missouri Rep. Dave Hinson, a 
Republican who supports the idea of 
raising the state sales tax for road 
improvements.

Roads, highways and their bridges 
form the basic framework of every-
day life in America. They provide 
the crucial underpinning of daily 
commutes, the trucking industry’s 
transfer of food, computers and 
other goods from seaports to sub-
urban strip malls, and summertime 
trips to beach towns and mountain 
getaways. They also are generally an 
afterthought until they are no longer 
up to the task.

Governors, lawmakers, local elect-
ed officials and engineers across the 
country say that is where the coun-

try has arrived, with a decades-old 
highway infrastructure that is not 
receiving enough money to match 
its needs.

About 20 percent of the nation’s 
900,000 miles of interstates and 
major roads are in need of resurfac-

ing or reconstruction, according to 
federal data analyzed by the Ameri-
can Road & Transportation Builders 
Association. A quarter of its 600,000 
bridges are in such poor condition 

158-0

Jaydin Clayton, a senior from Tolton High School, celebrates his win during the MSHSAA State 
Wrestling Championship on Saturday. Clayton stands undefeated, 158-0, for all four years of high 

school. He plans on attending Missouri next year. See more photos on page 8B.

Loren Elliot | Missourian

Please see HIGHWAY, page 4A

Vehicles travel along Interstate 70 in Foristell, Missouri, on Feb. 12. A 200-mile span 
of the four-lane interstate between St. Louis and Kansas City is crumbling beneath its 
surface as it carries more than 30,000 vehicles a day on many of its rural stretches.

JEFF ROBERSON/The Associated Press
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