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CARP from page 1A

So far, however, Morgan 
has had limited success in 
persuading Mexican and Chi-
nese restaurants in Columbia 
to incorporate Asian carp in 
their menus.

Many Americans find it dif-
ficult to eat carp because of 
its bones, one reason culinary 
tests have concentrated on 
using flaked fish. But Morgan 
believes the public can be sold.

“If we can do it, other people 
can eat it, too,” he said.

Cartwright said he was 
pleased with the turnout on 
Tuesday of about 40 who tried 
the free samples over an hour 
and a half. He said he heard 
almost no negative feedback.

Students are honest about 
their likes and dislikes, Cart-
wright said, acknowledging 
that unfamiliarity with Asian 
carp could determine whether 
students would accept it as a 
dish on the menu.

Serving Asian carp in the 
dining halls is primarily about 

making students aware of the 
impact the fish is having on 
rivers from New Orleans to the 
Great Lakes.

“It’s a culinary solution to an 
environmental problem,” Cart-
wright said.

A small effort in mid-Mis-
souri to eat silver Asian carp 
will not have a significant 
impact on the Asian carp popu-
lation, Morgan said. “But doing 
something is better than doing 
nothing,” he added. The fish 
multiply so quickly it is dif-
ficult for researchers to obtain 
an accurate measure of the 
Asian carp population.

Morgan teamed up with 
filmmaker Mark Olson to cre-
ate a YouTube series called 
“Silver Carp Solutions: Catch-
ing, Cooking, and Consuming,” 
which aims to help viewers 
understand the issues and pro-
vide possible solutions to carp 
problems.  

The series was featured at 
the Wild & Scenic Film Festi-
val hosted by Missouri River 
Relief on Sunday at The Blue 

Note. Another taste of Mor-
gan’s chili was provided at the 
event. 

Duane Chapman, a research 
fish biologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey, said entre-
preneurs across the country 
are trying to develop markets 
for the fish.

Chapman started working 
with Asian carp soon after 
he learned about the environ-
mental problems the fish are 
causing. His research projects 
study, for example, the life his-
tory of the carp to determine 
how far upriver they spawn 
and what rivers are potential 
habitats.

Chapman said a long-term 
strategy needs to be developed 
to make sure that infrastruc-
ture in the business of harvest-
ing doesn’t prevent efforts to 
decrease Asian carp numbers.

“Harvest is the only con-
trol method right now we can 
deploy,” he said.

Supervising editor is 
John Schneller: schnellerj@ 
missouri.edu, 884-2103.

WORK from page 1A

states with right-to-work were seeing 
greater job growth and higher wages when 
adjusted for cost of living.

“There is no job security better than hav-
ing an employer down the road who’s hiring 
in the same industry you work in,” Burlison 
said.

Opponents called the bill politically moti-
vated and said right-to-work will lower 
wages, reduce benefits for workers and 
make workplaces less safe.

“This is a right-to-work for less, and you 
were hired by the people to ensure that they 
can feed their families and pay their bills,” 
Democratic Rep. Karla May said.

Twenty-four states have right-to-work laws 
in place. Two states, Indiana and Michigan, 
passed the legislation in 2012. All of Mis-
souri’s neighboring states are right-to-work 
except for Illinois and Kentucky, according 
to the National Conference of State Legis-
latures. The new Republican governor of 
Illinois, Bruce Rauner, has said he wants to 
allow individual communities or counties in 
the state to opt for right-to-work, and some 
counties in western Kentucky have voted 
to make it illegal for employers to require 
their workers to join a labor union.

A 2012 review by the Congressional 
Research Service found that unionization 
rates are lower, job growth higher and 
wages lower in right-to-work states. But the 
review said it was impossible to determine 
if those outcomes were directly tied to 
right-to-work laws instead of other policies 
or preferences.

Right-to-work bars unions from collect-
ing fees from non-members when the labor 
group has negotiated with an employer for 
such provisions. The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that individuals can opt-out of mem-
bership dues but the union may still collect 
fees for services such as negotiating the 
contract covering members and non-mem-
bers.

Mike Louis, Missouri AFL-CIO president, 
said he was heartened that the vote of 92 
in favor fell short of 109 votes that would 
be needed to override a veto. Twenty-two 
Republicans voted against the bill.

Jay Atkins, the top lobbyist for the Mis-
souri Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
which supports the bill, called it a great first 
step and said there was still time to sway 
more lawmakers before an expected veto 
by Nixon.

“If the current trend is any indication 
there’s no reason to think this can’t be 
done,” he said of the possibility of overrid-
ing Nixon’s veto.

Nixon told reporters Wednesday he’s not 
seen a right-to-work bill he would sign.

“I don’t think it would help the economy at 
all,” he said.

Senate President Pro Tem Tom Dempsey 
said last year that sending right-to-work 
to the ballot and bypassing Nixon was the 
only way for it to become law. Earlier this 
session, Dempsey said his position hasn’t 
changed but that the Senate will consider 
any measure passed by the House.

The House also gave initial approval 
Wednesday to a right-to-work measure spe-
cifically for the construction industry, after 
a black Democrat said the building trades 
unions have failed minority workers and 
businesses.

Rep. Courtney Curtis said unions, spe-
cifically those representing workers in the 
building trades such as carpenters, elec-
tricians and brick layers, fail to include 
minorities and women, stopping them from 
getting a chance to work on big development 
projects in the St. Louis area.

MU freshman 
Abby Smith 
plays with 
an 8-week-
old terrier 
mix in the 
MU Student 
Center on 
Wednesday. 
The Missouri 
Student 
Union hosted 
a “Puppy 
Love” event 
as part of its 
“We Love Our 
Students” 
monthly 
program. 
The Missouri 
Student Union 
partnered with 
the Central 
Missouri 
Humane 
Society to put 
on the event.

LOREN ELLIOTT/Missourian

Missouri 
would join 24 
other states 
with bill

MU students get puppy playtime

Carping on about a national problem

Eric Cartwright, the executive chef of MU 
Campus Dining Services, uses Asian carp meat 
in a variety of recipes for an experimental taste 
test at Sabai on Tuesday. Sabai is located inside 
Johnston Residence Hall at MU.
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Executive Chef Eric 
Cartwright gives a 
group free samples 
of his Italian fish 
stew, seafood bacon 
jalepeno chowder and 
pasta puttanesca, all 
of which incorporate 
Asian carp on Tuesday 
at Sabai. Cartwright 
said that more 
intimate settings 
like this allow him 
to converse with the 
crowd and get helpful 
feedback about what 
they like or don’t like 
about a particular 
dish.

Executive chef Eric Cartwright prepares Asian carp in a variety of ways during a 
experimental taste test in the kitchen of Sabai on Tuesday.

Executive chef of MU Campus Dining Services Eric Cartwright stirs the stew he 
has prepared using Asian carp, an experimental ingredient, in the kitchen of 
Sabai on Tuesday. 

‘It’s a culinary solution to an environmental problem.’
ERIC CARTWRIGHT

Executive chef of MU Campus Dining Services

Foundation gives $75 
million to help inmates
By JAKE PEARSON
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In an effort 
to reduce the number of peo-
ple locked up in local jails 
around the U.S., the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation announced it plans 
to give $75 million to local jail 
officials working on ways to 
remove nonviolent offenders, 
people too poor to afford bail 
and people with mental illness 
from behind bars.

“For too long America has 
incarcerated too many people 
unnecessarily, spending too 
much money without improv-
ing public safety,” Julia Stasch, 
president of the Chicago-based 
foundation, said in a statement 
Wednesday.

Nearly 12 million people 
annually pass through the 
more than 3,000 county lock-
ups and city jails across the 
country, with close to 731,000 
people locked up on any given 

day, according to a new report 
on jails also released Wednes-
day by the nonprofit Vera Insti-
tute of Justice.

Most are locked up on non-
violent traffic, drug or prop-
erty charges, at an annual cost 
of about $22.2 billion, the Vera 
report found, citing federal sta-
tistics. Many, especially those 
suffering from mental illness 
and drug addiction, are repeat-
edly admitted to jails for minor 
offenses and are dubbed “fre-
quent fliers” because there’s 
nowhere else for them to go.

The MacArthur Foundation 
plans to award $125,000 to 
up to 20 local jurisdictions — 
states, cities, tribes and judi-
cial districts — that operate a 
jail with 50 beds or more and 
are proposing ways to change 
how their jails are run. Next 
year as many as 10 of them 
will receive $2 million per 
year to support those plans, 
officials said.


