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Accusation that city 
broke promise to hire 
officers sparks distrust  
By KELSI ANDERSON
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

A recent accusation from the 
director of Columbia’s police union 
that the City Council broke a prom-
ise to hire more officers highlighted 
the ongoing mistrust between the 
union and city leaders.

Dale Roberts, executive direc-
tor of the Columbia Police Officers’ 
Association, told the council at its 
Jan. 20 meeting that it had broken 
a “solemn promise” to use money it 
saved by transferring 911 operations 
to the county to hire and pay more 
police.

City Manager Mike Matthes refut-
ed Roberts’ claim at the meeting. 

“It’s a lie,” Matthes said. “I wish you 
would stop that, especially in this 
venue.”

Matthes told the Missourian during 
a Thursday interview that distrust of 
the police officers union, along with 
the drop in public approval of the 
Columbia Police Department, stems 
from the “constant cadence of nega-
tivism” perpetuated by union tactics.

Roberts said at the Jan. 20 meeting 
that the city saved $2 million when 
the 911 and emergency management 
center were transferred to county 
authority. (The actual number is $1.8 
million, according to the city budget 
for fiscal 2014.) Roberts said the 
council pledged during a Jan. 22, 
2013, meeting that it would funnel 
all that money toward public safety.

In an email to the Missourian, Rob-
erts provided minutes and highlight-
ed comments Second Ward Council-

man Michael Trapp made at that 
meeting during a council discussion 
of whether to accept a grant to pay 
for firefighters.

Trapp said the council had hoped 
voters’ approval of a new 911 tax 
would free up general fund money 
in the city budget and that the coun-
cil had “pretty well pledged those 
towards firemen and police,” accord-
ing to an archived video of the meet-
ing.

In the Missourian interview, Mat-
thes said the city wound up using 
$1.3 million of the 911 savings to 
balance the budget. The remaining 
$500,000 was used to fund three new 
police officers and two new firefight-
ers.

Roberts believes that’s a violation 
of the council’s pledge. He said the 
council wrongfully took the pledged 
money out of public safety to spend 

elsewhere.
Matthes maintains the council’s 

actual commitment was to first 
address the budget deficit and then 
to put the rest of the money toward 
public safety.

“You have to stop deficit spending 
first; that was always established,” 
Matthes said. “You can’t spend 
money you’ve already spent. The 
promise was that whatever was left 
would be dedicated to public safety. 
And in fact that’s what the council 
did.”

Roberts said he was taken aback 
by Matthes’ rebuttal at the Jan. 20 
meeting. It came during the “sched-
uled public comment” portion of the 
meeting, when council members and 
staff normally don’t engage in dis-
cussion with the speaker.

“We were just shocked,” Roberts 
said of his association members. 

By CAROLYN HEGER and KATIE KULL
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Low fuel prices and other factors could com-
bine to provide about $3 million in savings for the 
Columbia and Boone County governments in the 
2015 fiscal year.

The low price of unleaded gasoline and diesel 
fuel in Missouri gets much of the credit. Mis-
souri’s average regular unleaded gasoline price 
per gallon is about 18 cents less than the national 
average, according to the AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report for Friday. AAA reported that the aver-
age regular unleaded gas price for Missouri was 
$1.868 per gallon Friday and that the national 
average was $2.051 per gallon.

Only nine states other than Missouri have retail 
prices between $1.840 and $1.889, the lowest reg-
ular gas price category in Friday’s AAA report.

Regular gas retail prices across the country 
are the lowest they’ve been since May 4, 2009, 
according to a January 2015 report from the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration. Data from 
AAA for January 2014 through January 2015 
showed that average regular gasoline prices have 
fallen each month since June.

The energy information administration expects 
the national average regular gasoline price per 
gallon in 2015 to remain lower than the 2014 aver-

Four percent lodging tax 
on 37 establishments 
funds visitors bureau
By WILLIAM SCHMITT
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

“Heads in beds.”
That’s the goal for Megan McCo-

nachie and her fellow employees at 
the Columbia Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. McConachie, spokes-
woman for the bureau, joked Friday 
that getting tourists to spend nights 
in Columbia hotels is an important 
enough message to warrant a tattoo.

The Convention and Visitors 
Bureau is funded solely by a 4 per-
cent lodging tax on the 37 hotels, 
motels and bed-and-breakfasts in 
Columbia. In addition to increased 
shopping and restaurant traffic, the 
2014 fiscal year brought a 9.2 percent 
increase in revenue for the bureau.

McConachie said Director Amy 
Schneider had budgeted conserva-
tively but “definitely not 9 percent.” 
The extra money could be used for 
hiring another employee, as well as 
paying for new advertising or broad-
ening the reach of existing advertis-
ing, McConachie said, adding that 
Schneider has final say on budgetary 
decisions.

The bureau has recently made it a 
point to expand its digital presence. 
It launched a new website in April, 
and the bureau saw increases in 
social media traffic including more 
than 1,000 new Twitter followers, 
according to its annual report.

“Everyone was really excited about 
(social media) because it was free,” 
McConachie said. She added that 
the bureau will occasionally pay for 
boosted signals on Facebook posts 
to promote events such as the True/
False Film Fest and the bureau’s 
annual holiday gift guide.

You won’t see Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau ads unless you’re at least 
50 miles outside Columbia, McCo-
nachie said, and the gift guide is pri-
marily aimed at people between 50 

By DANIELA SIRTORI
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

JEFFERSON CITY — At some 
point in our schooling, most of us 
learn how a bill becomes law. But 
most of us don’t learn how a bill 
turns into the cash the state uses to 
fund schools, programs and improve-
ment projects.

When the legislature drafts the 
Missouri budget, it is “asserting the 
will of the people,” said Rep. Scott 
Fitzpatrick, R-Shell Knob, and vice 
chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee.

“You have people from all over the 
state — 163 representatives and 34 
senators from every part of the state 
— come in and … most members 
play some part in that appropriations 
process and trying to ensure their 
part of the state is represented in the 
state’s budget.”

If you want to participate in this 
process and would like more infor-
mation, here’s a good starting point: 
a rundown of the steps and a time-
line the legislature uses to pass the 
budget.

In January, the governor outlines 

policy proposals in the State of the 
State address, which includes a pre-
view of the governor’s proposed 
spending plan. The official budget 
document is usually released to law-
makers and the general public dur-
ing or briefly after the address. By 
law, the deadline for announcing the 
budget proposal is 30 days after the 
start of the legislative session.

January to May (end date 
can vary)

n Traditionally, the budget process 
starts in the House of Representa-

tives. The governor’s recommenda-
tions must be turned into appropria-
tions bills, which the House Budget 
Committee chair introduces to the 
House. The speaker then refers 
the funding proposals to one of the 
House’s seven appropriations com-
mittees. Each committee deals with 
a different issue, such as higher edu-
cation, public safety and  correc-
tions. 

n Each appropriations committee 
discusses bills and hears public tes-
timony, which gives people an oppor-
tunity to comment on the budget pro-

cess. The committees can increase 
or decrease funding for individual 
proposals or add new items. With a 
majority vote in the appropriations 
committee, the bill passes and moves 
back to the Budget Committee. 

n The Budget Committee follows 
the same process to approve each 
of the appropriations bills. The com-
mittee discusses and votes on each 
appropriations bill separately. 

n The bills are then referred to 
the House, which debates them in a 

Take a closer look at the ABCs of Missouri’s budget process

Mistrust between police union, city festers
“That portion of the meeting isn’t 
meant as a tool for discussing infor-
mation. It’s for supplying informa-
tion, so I wasn’t really expecting a 
response.

“I have been in politics for years, 
and I’ve never heard anybody just 
flat out say, on the record, ‘You’re 
lying.’”

The city has been struggling to 
find money to fund more police and 
firefighters. Voters in November 
rejected Proposition 1, which would 
have raised property taxes to pay 
for 40 new police and 15 new fire-
fighters.

“We are 30 percent understaffed 
in the Police Department. We’re 30 
percent understaffed in every single 
business unit we have,” Matthes said.

Mayor Bob McDavid, the leading 
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Northbound traffic on U.S. 63 travels past the Break Time at Deer Park on Wednesday morning. The recent drop in gas prices has resulted in savings for the city of Columbia, 
as it is spending less to fill up city vehicles.

Low fuel prices, other factors could provide $3 million in savings to city, county

CHEAP GAS BOOSTS ECONOMY‘Heads in 
beds’ a 
boon for 
visitors 

LOREN ELLIOTT/Missourian
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Fuel prices
Average gas price on Jan. 30, 2015
Missouri: $1.868 per gallon

National: $2.051 per gallon

Diesel fuel price drop in Missouri
Jan. 30, 2014: $3.623 per gallon

Jan. 30, 2015: $2.545 per gallon

Projected 2015 average gas price
National: $2.33 per gallon

Money saved if the price stays  
constant for the rest of the year
Columbia: $2.5 million

Boone County: $500,000

age. The projected 2015 national average price is 
$2.33 per gallon, while the national average price 
from 2014 was $3.36 per gallon.

Diesel prices in Missouri also have fallen over 
the past year. The average diesel price for Mis-
souri on Friday was $2.545, but the average price 
on Jan. 30, 2014, was $3.623, according to the 
AAA Daily Fuel Gauge Report for Friday.

Vehicles for the city of Columbia and Boone 
County are heavy consumers of both regular 
unleaded gasoline and diesel.

The county is expected to buy 95,600 gallons 
of unleaded gas and 148,000 gallons of diesel in 
2015, said Greg Edington, assistant manager of 
public works for Boone County.

The city’s estimated fuel usage for 2015 is 
393,120 gallons of unleaded gasoline and 898,116 
gallons of diesel, according to the city’s Finance 
Department.

Lower fuel prices could mean large savings 
for both the city and the county. If gas and diesel 
prices were to remain constant for the rest of 
the year, the city potentially could save about 
$2.5 million, and Boone County could save about 
$500,000.

But gas prices often fluctuate and are difficult 

PAYDAY LOANS
Federal regulators are putting 
together rules on payday loans. 
Missouri has one of the highest 
reported percentage of payday 
loans at 11 percent. Page 4A

PLASTIC BAG
There will be a public forum 
on the plastic bag restric-
tion proposal from 7 to 9 
p.m. today at the Daniel 
Boone City Building.  
Page 3A


